Lesson Plan | Lubna of Cordoba

Agenda Action

Do Now Students will discuss how they think the works of
Archimedes and Euclid were disseminated from the
europeans to the Arab world.

Read Aloud The class will take turns reading the paragraphs
summarizing Lubna’s life on the website out loud.

Watch Video Instructor will play video on Lubna of Cordoba for class
and answer any questions afterward.

Presentation The instructor will briefly present slides discussing the life
and contributions of Lubna of Cordoba to the
transcription, annotation, and translation of the
Archimedes' and Euclid’s mathematical manuscripts, as
well as her contributions to mathematics education.

Interactive Students will interact with a live version of Euclid’s
Elements, and have the chance to engage with a few of
the basic proportions of Euclid via Nicholas Rougeux’s
live translation of Oliver Byrne’s depiction of Euclid’s 13
books, The Elements.
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Discussion Students will discuss how the story of Lubna’s ascent from

a slave girl under the rule of Caliph Abd al-Rahman III to a
library copyist under Caliph Al-Hakan II, as well as her
contributions to mathematics (i.e., spreading european texts
to the arab world by translating the works of Euclid and
Archimedes) and mathematics education (i.e., paved the
way for creation of the influential Madinat al-Zahra library
in Cordoba) inspires them.







